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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 July 2003 . 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1^26 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Applicant claims registering and unregistering a 
mobile station, but it is unclear with what entity the registration/unregistration takes 
place. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: on line 15, "the 
timer" should be "a timer". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lohtia 
et al., US Patent Number 6,560,456 (hereinafter Lohtia). 

Regarding claims 1, 12 and 26, Lohtia discloses a method, apparatus, and article 
for receiving a short message service request from a mobile station to receive one or 
more notifications of any one or more weather alerts that occur during a time period; 
and sending a notification of a weather alert, of the one or more notifications of the any 
one or more weather alerts, to the mobile station upon an occurrence of the weather 
alert during the time period [fig. 4; col. 2: lines 8-12, 36-41, 50-51]. 

Regarding claims 2, 3 and 14, Lohtia discloses withholding a second notification 
of a second weather alert from the mobile station upon an occurrence of the second 
weather alert after the time period or upon expiration of the time period [col. 7: lines 5- 
10; col. 8: lines 52-54]. 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, Lohtia disclose evaluating a weather criteria profile 
associated with the mobile station upon the occurrence of the weather alert during the 
period of time; and sending the notification of the weather alert to the mobile station if 
the weather alert matches at least one criteria of the weather criteria profile associated 
with the mobile station [col. 8: lines 40-42, 52-54]. 

Regarding claim 5, Lohtia discloses withholding from the mobile station a second 
notification of a second weather alert that fails to match at least one criteria of the 
weather criteria profile associated with the mobile station [col. 7: lines 5-10; col. 8: lines 
52-54]. 
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Regarding claims 6 and 19, Lohtia discloses determining a location of the mobile 
station upon the occurrence of the weather alert during the time period; comparing an 
area associated with the weather alert to the location of the mobile station; and sending 
the notification of the weather alert to the mobile station if the location of the mobile 
station is within the area associated with the weather alert [col. 5: lines 27-32]. 

Regarding claims 7 and 20, Lohtia discloses polling the mobile station for the 
location of the mobile station [col. 5: lines 27-32]. 

Regarding claim 8, Lohtia discloses comparing a time of the occurrence of the 
weather alert to the time period associated with the mobile station; and sending the 
notification of the weather alert to the mobile station if the occurrence of the weather 
alert happens during the time period [col. 2: lines 50-51 ; col. 8: lines 52-54]. 

Regarding claim 9, Lohtia discloses comparing the time of the occurrence of the 
weather alert to a second time period associated with a second mobile station; and 
withholding the notification of the weather alert to the second mobile station if the 
occurrence of the weather alert happened after the second time period [col. 8: lines 40- 
42, 50-52; col. 10: lines 22-28]. 

Regarding claim 10, Lohtia discloses sending the notification of the weather alert 
to the mobile station upon the occurrence of the weather alert during the time period if 
the mobile station is registered to receive the alert [col. 2: lines 50-51]. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Lohtia discloses withholding the notification of the weather 
alert to the mobile station if the mobile station is not registered to receive the alert [col. 
2: lines 50-51]. 
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Regarding claim 13, Lohtia discloses a timer that maintains the time period 
associated with the mobile station, wherein the time is initialized upon receipt of the 
SMS request from the mobile station [col. 8: lines 52-54]. 

Regarding claim 15, Lohtia discloses the registration component serves to 
register the mobile station for the time period upon receipt of the SMS request from the 
mobile station; wherein the weather alert notification component send the notification of 
the weather alert to the mobile station if the mobile station is registered [col. 2: lines 50- 
51; col. 8: lines 40-42, 52-54]. 

Regarding claim 16, Lohtia discloses the weather alert notification component 
withholds the notification of the weather alert from the mobile station if the mobile 
station is unregistered [col. 2: lines 50-51; col. 8: lines 40-42, 52-54 (time period to 
receive alerts has expired)]. 

Regarding claim 17, Lohtia discloses wherein upon receipt of the SMS message, 
the registration component initiates a time associated with the mobile station, wherein 
the registration component unregisters the mobile station upon expiration of the time 
period [col. 2: lines 50-51; col. 8: lines 40-42, 52-54]. 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, it is inherent in the art for the weather alert 
generator to comprise the National Weather Service or the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration. 

Regarding claim 23, it is inherent in the art to employ a triangulation to determine 

■ 

the location of a mobile station to send location-based information. 
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Regarding claim 24, it is inherent in the art for the area associated with a weather 
alert to comprise a specific area message encoding area. 

Regarding claim 25, Lohtia discloses a weather alert generator that issues the 
weather alert to the weather alert notification component [col. 5: lines 27-32]. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Lamb, US Patent Number 6,329,904, discloses an apparatus and method for 
providing weather and other alerts wherein the weather alert generator comprises the 
National Weather Service or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
Lamb also teaches wherein the area associated with the weather alert comprises a 
specific area message encoding area. 

Gustafsson, US Patent Number 6,351,647 discloses location dependent services 
in a mobile communication system. 

Kahan et al., US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0024536, disclose 
information aggregation and personalized display of the aggregated information. 

Wheat, US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0095312, discloses 
facilitating real-time information inter-exchange between a telecommunications network 
and a service provider. 

Austin-Lane et al., US Patent Application Publication Number 2004/0059790, 
disclose delivery of an electronic communication using a lifespan. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erika A. Gary whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7841 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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April 25, 2005 




